
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 19,351,502 19,351,502 19,351,502

IAH large 2011 19,491,854 19,491,854 19,491,854

IAH large 2012 19,152,892 19,152,892 19,152,892

IAH large 2013 18,821,428 18,821,428 18,821,428

IAH large 2014 19,493,160 19,493,160 19,493,160

IAH large 2015 20,346,164 20,346,164 20,346,164

IAH large 2016 20,381,016 20,381,016 20,381,016

IAH large 2017 19,556,778 19,556,778 19,556,778

IAH large 2018e 20,694,370 21,339,952 20,219,538

IAH large 2019 21,880,820 23,721,472 20,398,696

IAH large 2020 22,472,432 24,622,752 20,555,376

IAH large 2021 23,022,298 25,328,722 20,793,144

IAH large 2022 23,544,188 26,316,284 20,984,586

IAH large 2023 24,051,452 27,306,488 21,153,032

IAH large 2024 24,536,328 27,881,370 21,308,630

IAH large 2025 25,023,960 28,702,328 21,489,084

IAH large 2026 25,513,148 29,519,418 21,674,312

IAH large 2027 26,011,768 30,368,310 21,851,916

IAH large 2028 26,524,024 31,255,284 22,031,180

IAH large 2029 27,048,216 32,248,162 22,202,808

IAH large 2030 27,585,860 33,188,278 22,381,338

IAH large 2031 28,134,950 34,107,768 22,566,232

IAH large 2032 28,686,920 35,015,792 22,768,606

IAH large 2033 29,241,852 35,950,104 22,980,748

IAH large 2034 29,806,762 36,887,224 23,164,406

IAH large 2035 30,373,424 37,803,264 23,316,726

IAH large 2036 30,943,580 38,690,332 23,462,272

IAH large 2037 31,516,978 39,603,876 23,615,678

IAH large 2038 32,090,396 40,544,304 23,779,084

IAH large 2039 32,663,164 41,494,520 23,952,658

IAH large 2040 33,239,132 42,452,880 24,127,516

IAH large 2041 33,809,696 43,350,716 24,300,684

IAH large 2042 34,390,544 44,219,896 24,471,472

IAH large 2043 34,979,880 45,103,496 24,636,646

IAH large 2044 35,576,096 45,977,828 24,795,618

IAH large 2045 36,182,996 46,835,196 24,944,424
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

IAH large 2010 531,537 531,537 531,537

IAH large 2011 532,121 532,121 532,121

IAH large 2012 517,405 517,405 517,405

IAH large 2013 503,937 503,937 503,937

IAH large 2014 503,902 503,902 503,902

IAH large 2015 507,534 507,534 507,534

IAH large 2016 479,778 479,778 479,778

IAH large 2017 452,158 452,158 452,158

IAH large 2018 462,645 478,374 450,644

IAH large 2019 477,345 518,728 443,923

IAH large 2020 472,787 519,102 431,536

IAH large 2021 476,399 524,876 429,641

IAH large 2022 474,341 530,762 422,352

IAH large 2023 468,759 532,657 411,974

IAH large 2024 473,597 538,256 411,267

IAH large 2025 481,890 552,440 414,114

IAH large 2026 490,217 566,485 417,110

IAH large 2027 498,712 581,150 419,945

IAH large 2028 507,463 596,529 422,805

IAH large 2029 516,445 613,986 425,506

IAH large 2030 525,675 630,571 428,145

IAH large 2031 535,106 646,567 431,073

IAH large 2032 544,581 662,316 434,315

IAH large 2033 554,110 678,567 437,743

IAH large 2034 563,829 694,869 440,615

IAH large 2035 573,579 710,792 442,798

IAH large 2036 583,391 726,096 444,916

IAH large 2037 593,265 741,906 447,188

IAH large 2038 603,129 758,225 449,648

IAH large 2039 612,983 774,746 452,316

IAH large 2040 622,904 791,403 454,973

IAH large 2041 632,705 806,871 457,624

IAH large 2042 642,703 821,764 460,226

IAH large 2043 652,860 836,934 462,723

IAH large 2044 663,140 851,910 465,092

IAH large 2045 673,622 866,503 467,238
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